Action on Avoidable Winter Deaths

“With the winter approaching, Belfast citizens will be increasingly susceptible to Avoidable
Winter Deaths — particularly our citizens aged over 65 with underlying health conditions
and vulnerable elderly people aged 85+.

As aresult of the COVID-19 pandemic, elderly and vulnerable citizens are already at high
risk, it is therefore imperative that we redouble our efforts to prevent avoidable winter
deaths from happening during the winter 20/21.

The increase in winter deaths is widely understood to be caused by the flu and spells of
very cold weather - yet these deaths are avoidable. A combination of high energy prices,
fuel poverty, ill health, low income and poor housing can make winter a dangerous time
for many older people.

This Council has worked with statutory, community and voluntary partners to deliver the
Belfast Warm and Well Project to tackle Avoidable Winter Deaths earlier this year. We call
on Council to act decisively to implement a multi-sectoral targeted Avoidable Winter
Deaths programme for the winter of 20/21.”

Proposer: Councillor Emma Groves

Seconder: Councillor Geraldine McAteer

(To be referred without debate to the People and Communities Committee.)



